
NARROW LAKE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT SYSTEM ORDINANCE  

 

TOWNSHIP OF BROOKFIELD  

 

Ord. No. 18-01  

An Ordinance to provide for the operation and maintenance of the Narrow Lake sanitary sewage 

disposal system by the Township of Brookfield, Eaton County, Michigan; to provide for the 

ownership, operation of, and mandatory connection to, said system; to regulate the discharge of 

water and waste into said system; to prohibit private sewage disposal systems and exceptions 

thereto; to provide rates and charges to be levied upon users of the system and for connection 

thereto; for capacity utilization and inspection; to establish administrative and financial procedures 

for the operation of the system and the discharge of obligations incurred in connection therewith; 

to define terms, establish funds and provide remedies and penalties for the violation of this 

Ordinance, and to provide for an effective date hereof.  

THE TOWNSHIP OF BROOKFIELD, EATON COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

Section 1 TITLE.  

This Ordinance amends and replaces in its entirety the prior Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer System 

Wastewater Collection and Treatment System Ordinance and any amendments thereto, and shall 

be known as Ordinance No. 18-01 "Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer System Wastewater Collection 

and Treatment System Ordinance." 

Section 2 DEFINITIONS.  

As set forth herein the following terms shall have the meanings described in this Section unless 

the context specifically indicates different meaning.  

      1. “Applicable County Health Department" is the Eaton County Health Department.  

      2. “Attorney" shall mean the Attorney of the Township of Brookfield, Eaton County, 

Michigan.  

      3. "Available Public Sanitary Sewer System" means a public sanitary sewer system located 

in a right-of-way, easement, highway, or public way which crosses, adjoins, abuts, or is contiguous 

to the realty involved and passes not more than two hundred feet (200') at the nearest point from a 

structure in which sanitary sewage originates; or in the case of all other real estate or land, is 

located in a street, road, highway, right-of-way, easement or public or private way crossing, 

adjoining, abutting, or contiguous to any land within a Special Assessment District heretofore or 

hereafter created, on which is located a structure in which sanitary sewage originates.  

      4. “Building Sewer" shall mean the sewer that connects the building or structure in which 

wastewater originates to the public sewer system and conveys the sewage from the building or 

structure to the public sewer system.  
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       5. "Collection System" means the series of S.T.E.P. Tanks and appurtenances, pipes, valves 

and fittings used to collect transmitted wastewater from homes and other structures to the sewage 

treatment plant. 

      6. “Connection Fee" In addition to any other assessments, fees, or charges under this 

Ordinance, a Connection Fee shall be charged for wastewater treatment capacity, utilization and/or 

reservation for all residential dwellings, and for each Residential Equivalent in excess of one 

Residential Equivalent for multiple dwellings and commercial buildings. The amount of the 

Connection Fee is set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time to time by Resolution 

of the Township Board.  

      7. “Commercial Users" shall mean any establishment being involved in a commercial 

enterprise, business or service which, based upon determination by the Township Board, 

discharges primarily segregated domestic wastes or wastes from sanitary conveniences, and which 

is not a residential or industrial user.  

      8. “County" shall mean the County of Eaton, State of Michigan.  

      9.  "Debt Service Charge" shall mean the charge assessed users of the System which is used 

to pay principal, interest, and administrative costs of retiring the debt incurred for the construction 

of the local portion of the System.  

      10. “Direct Connection" shall mean the connection of a premise wherein sanitary sewage 

originates directly to sewer lines constructed by or dedicated to the Township.  

      11. “Garbage" shall mean solid waste from the preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food 

and from the handling, storage and sale of produce.  

      12. “Indirect Connection" shall mean the connection of any premises to any sewer lines not 

originally comprising the sewer system constructed by the Township but connecting thereto, e.g., 

premises served by subdivision and mobile home park sanitary sewers which in turn connect to 

public sewers.  

      13. “Multiple Residential Dwelling" shall mean a dwelling in which more than one family 

resides.  

      14. “Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body 

of surface or groundwater.  

      15. “NPDES Permit" shall mean a permit issued pursuant to the National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System.  

      16. “O & M Charge" shall mean the charge assessed to users of the System for the cost of 

operation and maintenance (including the cost of replacement) of the System.  

      17.  "Operation and Maintenance (O & M)" shall mean all work, materials, equipment, 

utilities and other effort required to operate and maintain the System, including the cost of 

replacement, wastewater collection, transportation, and treatment of effluent consistent with 
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adequate treatment of wastewater to produce an effluent in compliance with the NPDES Permit 

and other county, state and federal regulations, if any.  

      18. “Person" shall mean the individual, firm, company, partnership, association, society, 

group or corporation.  

      19. “Plumbing Inspector" or "Inspector" shall mean the appointed inspector of the 

Township.  

      20. “Private Sewage Disposal Systems" shall mean any septic tank, lagoon, cesspool, or other 

facilities intended or used for the disposal of sanitary sewage other than via the public sanitary 

sewer.  

      21. “Property Owner" shall mean the person or persons having legal title to the premises 

according to the Township tax records and shall include in the case of land contract sale, the land 

contract vendee or vendees, provided that the Township has been furnished with a copy of said 

land contract or assignment thereof.  

       22.  “Public Sewer System” shall mean all of those components that are either owned or 

managed by the Township, including the treatment works, common collection and outfall pipes, 

valves and appurtenances, S.T.E.P. Tanks, pumps and controls, pipes connecting the S.T.E.P. 

Tanks to common collection pipes, and gravity leads serving more than one residence or business.  

The Public Sewer System shall not include individual building sewer. 

      23. “Replacement" shall mean the obtaining and installing of any equipment, accessories, and 

appurtenances which are necessary during the service life of the System to maintain the capacity 

and performance to which such system was designed and constructed and to preserve its financial 

integrity.  

      24. “Residential Equivalent" or "Equivalent Unit" shall mean the factor representing a ratio 

of the estimated sewage generated by each user class to that generated by the normal single family 

residential user. The designation "RE" shall mean Residential Equivalent.  

      25. “Residential User" shall mean the user of the System whose premises or building is used 

primarily as a residence for one or more persons including dwelling units such as detached, 

semidetached, row houses, mobile homes, apartments, or permanent multi-family dwellings. For 

purposes of this Ordinance transient lodgings shall be considered to be "commercial" use.  

      26. “Sanitary Sewage" shall mean the liquid or water-carried waste discharge from sanitary 

convenience of dwellings, (including apartment houses, motels and hotels), office buildings, 

factories, or institutions.  

      27. “Sanitary Sewer" shall mean the conveyance which carries sanitary sewage and into 

which storm water, surface and ground waters are not intentionally admitted.  

      28. “Septic Tank Effluent Pumping (S.T.E.P.) System" shall mean the system of pipes, 

pumps and tanks used to treat and deliver wastewater from homes and other structures to the 

sewage treatment plant.  The S.T.E.P. System shall include all common collection pipes, valves 
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and appurtenances, S.T.E.P. Tanks, pumps and controls, pipes connecting the STEP Tanks to 

common collection pipes, and gravity leads serving more than one residence or business.  The 

S.T.E.P. System shall not include individual building sewers. 

      29. “S.T.E.P. Tank" shall mean the tank or tanks located throughout the collection system 

containing a pump or pumps, screens, valves, and appurtenances.  The pump controls and utility 

services shall be considered a part of the S.T.E.P. Tank.    

      30. “Sewage" shall mean any combination of sanitary sewage, storm water, industrial waste, 

and uncontaminated industrial waste, or any of them.  

      31. “Sewage Treatment Plant" shall mean any arrangement of devices or structures used for 

the treating of sewage.  

      32.  "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit and appurtenances for transmitting or carrying 

sanitary sewage including any devices necessary for pumping, lifting, or collecting such sewage.  

      33. “Sewer Service Charge" shall mean the charge to users of the Sewage Collection and 

Transmission System, which shall include the O & M Charge and may include a Debt Service 

Charge.  

      34. “Shall" and "May" shall have the following meanings: "Shall" is mandatory; "May" is 

permissive.  

      35.  "Special Assessment District" shall mean any special assessment district for the 

Township wastewater collection system which was established by a Resolution of the Township 

Board for the purpose of defraying, in whole or in part, the cost of the System.  

      36. “Storm Sewer" shall mean a sewer intentionally designed for receiving and conveying 

storm, surface and groundwater and into which sanitary sewage shall not be admitted.  

      37. “Structure in which Sanitary Sewage Originates" shall mean a building in which a 

toilet, kitchen, laundry, bathing or other facilities which generate water-carried sanitary sewage 

are used or are available for use for household, commercial, industrial, or other purposes.  

      38. “Surcharge" shall mean the additional charge which user discharging wastewater having 

strength in excess of the limits set by the Township for transmission and treatment within the 

sanitary sewage system will be required to pay to meet the cost of treating such excessively strong 

wastewater.  

      39.  "System" shall mean the complete Narrow Lake Wastewater Collection and Treatment 

System, and shall include the S.T.E.P. System and S.T.E.P. Tank and all sewers, pumps, lift 

stations, treatment facilities and all other facilities used or useful in the collection, treatment and 

disposal of domestic and commercial wastes, including all appurtenances thereto and including all 

extensions and improvements as may be hereafter acquired.  

      40. “Township" shall mean the Township of Brookfield, Michigan.  
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      41. “Township Board” shall mean the duly elected Board of Trustees of Brookfield Township. 

      42. “User Charge" shall mean the charge levied on users of the System for the cost of 

operation and maintenance of such work which charge shall also include cost of replacement.  

      43. “User Class" shall mean the kind of user connected to the sanitary sewers including but 

not limited to Commercial and Residential Users.  

      44. “Wastewater" shall mean water which contains, or previous to treatment, has contained 

pollutants such as sewage and/or industrial wastes.  

Section 3 OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE AND CONTROL  

The operation and maintenance of the System shall be under the supervision and control of the 

Township. Pursuant to the terms of this Ordinance, the Township has retained the exclusive right 

to establish, maintain, and collect rates and charges for sewage collection, treatment, transmission 

and debt service, and in such capacity the Township may employ such person or persons in such 

capacity or capacities as it deems advisable, and may make such rules or regulations as it deems 

advisable and necessary to assure the efficient establishment, operation and maintenance of the 

System, to discharge its financial obligations, and collection of rates and charges as herein 

provided. 

Section 4 USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED: PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

A.  MANDATORY CONNECTION REQUIREMENT. Each and every owner of property on 

which is located a structure in which sanitary sewage originates, shall, at his own expense, install 

suitable toilet facilities in said structure, and shall cause such facilities to be connected to the 

available public System upon resolution of the Township Board. The Property Owner shall 

indemnify the Township for any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by 

the installation of the building sewer.  

At such time as the public sanitary sewer system becomes available to premises served by a private 

sewage disposal system, connection to the public system shall be made in compliance with this 

Ordinance, and any septic tank, cesspools and similar private disposal facilities located thereon 

shall be abandoned and discontinued for sanitary sewage disposal use.  Such abandonment shall 

be done in accordance with the requirements of Brookfield Township and/or the Barry-Eaton 

District Health Department.  

All abandoned private sewage disposal systems shall be completely filled with earth, sand, gravel, 

concrete or other approved material. Upon the abandonment or discontinuation of use of a septic 

tank or privy, the sewage and sludge contents thereof shall be completely removed and disposed 

of by a septic tank cleaner who is duly licensed under provisions of Act No. 181 of the Public Acts 

of 1986. The tank, or the pit in the instance of a privy, shall be treated with at least 10 pounds of 

chlorinated lime or other chemical disinfectant acceptable to the Barry-Eaton District Health 

Department. Then the tank or pit shall be completely backfilled with approved material and made 

safe from the hazard of collapse or entrapment. 
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B.  CONNECTION PROCEDURES.  

      1)  Such connection shall be completed promptly but in no case later than ninety (90) days 

from the date of the occurrence of the last of the following events.  

            a) Publication of a notice by the Township of the availability of the public sanitary sewer 

system in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township and the mailing of written notice 

indicating the availability of the public sanitary sewer to the owner or any one of the owners in 

case of co-ownership of the property in question.  

            b) Modification of a structure so as to become a structure where sanitary sewage originates.  

      2)  If the property owner on which is located a structure in which sanitary sewage originates 

does not complete connection to an available sanitary sewer within the ninety (90) day period 

described in Paragraph 1 above, the Township shall notify said person by written notice that 

connection to the System is required forthwith. The giving of said notice shall be made by first 

class or certified mail to the property owner on which the structure is located or by posting such 

notice on the property. Notice shall provide the owner with the approximate location of the public 

sanitary sewer system which is available for connection of the structure involved and shall advise 

the owner of the requirements and the enforcement provisions of this Ordinance and Sec. 12751 

through 12758 of Act 368 of Public Acts of Michigan 1978 as amended.  

C.  ENFORCEMENT OF MANDATORY CONNECTION REQUIREMENTS.  

      1) Penalties for Late Connection. Failure or refusal to connect to the System within the time 

prescribed herein shall result in the property being charged a penalty for each single-family 

residential unit multiplied by the number of units and/or multiplying factors as established by the 

Table of Residential Equivalents. The penalty is set forth in Attachment B and may be amended 

from time to time by Resolution of the Township Board.  

      2) Civil Penalties for Late Connection. Where any structure wherein sanitary sewage 

originates is not connected to the System ninety (90) days after the date of mailing or otherwise 

serving notice to connect hereinbefore set forth, the Township may bring an action for mandatory 

injunction or injunctive order in any court of competent jurisdiction in the County of Eaton to 

compel the owner of the property on which said property is located to connect to the System. The 

Township may charge in such action or actions any number of owners of such properties to compel 

said person or persons to connect to the System.  

      3) By Criminal Proceedings. Any violation of this Ordinance, including failure to comply 

with the mandatory connection requirements of this Ordinance, shall be punishable by a fine not 

to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or incarceration for a period of not more than ninety 

(90) days or both; such fine and imprisonment is in the discretion of the court. Each day that a 

violation of this Ordinance shall continue shall be construed to constitute a separate offense. Fines 

are set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time to time by Resolution of the 

Township Board 

D.  DEPOSITING OF WASTE. 
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Without prior consent of the Township Board, it shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, 

or permit to be deposited upon any public or private property within the Township (or any area 

under its jurisdiction) any human excrement, garbage, or other objectionable waste.  

It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet any sanitary sewage or other polluted water 

except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of 

this Ordinance.  

E.  CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITIES. 

Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct any privy, privy vault, septic tank, 

drainfield, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the treatment and disposal of sewage 

within a Sewer Assessment District established by the Township.  

Section 5 BUILDING SEWERS, CONNECTION AND REPAIRS.  

A.  BUILDING SEWER REGULATIONS.  

      1) A separate and independent building sewer (lead) shall be provided for every building in 

which sanitary sewage originates.  

      2) All costs and expense incident to the installation of the building sewer and the connection 

of same to the public sewer shall be borne by the property owner.  

      3) All building sewers (leads) shall meet or exceed all requirements of this Ordinance.  

      4) Building Sewer hereinafter installed shall consist of pipes and fittings of the following types 

and sizes:  

            a) All pipe must be of sufficient diameter to carry the estimated volume of discharge. 

Minimum pipe size permitted is four inch (4") ID. 

            b) Pipe must be one of the following materials and cannot be mixed in the connection lines 

to include the fittings.  

                  (1) Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe Type 1, Schedule 40 ASTM D-1785, push-on type 

joints.  

                  (2) Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) ASTM D-2241 (SDR 21) with ASTM D 3212 push-on 

type joints.  

            c) No tees, double tees, or crosses, or double hub pipes shall be permitted; and  

            d) All changes in grade or alignment shall be made with appropriate fittings.  

      5)  Cleanouts shall be installed every ninety feet (90') of straight run and at each 90-degree 

direction change, (two forty-five-degree connections). All cleanouts shall be plugged, and shall be 

accessible at any time.  
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      6) All lines shall be laid at a minimum one-quarter inch (1/4") per foot grade and a maximum 

one-half inch (1/2") per foot grade for six (6") inch building sewers.  

      7) The method to be used in excavating, placing of pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the 

trench, shall conform to the requirements of the Plumbing Code Rules (Part 7), issued by the 

Michigan Department of Labor, Construction Code Commission.  

      8) Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation below 

the basement floor. No building sewer shall be laid within three feet (3') of the outside bearing 

wall of a building. The depth shall be sufficient to afford protection from frost.  

      9) In all buildings in which any building sewer is too low to permit gravity flow to the public 

sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such drain shall be lifted by a pumping system and discharged 

to the building sewer.  The type, size and location of such pumping system shall be approved by 

the Township or their authorized review agent before installation.   

      10) The connection of the building sewer to the public sewer shall be made at the S.T.E.P. 

Tank in accordance with site plans submitted to and approved by the Township prior to installation.  

B.  CONNECTION REGULATIONS.  

      1)  At the time of original construction of the public sewer, the Township shall install that 

portion of the building sewer from the home to the public sewer at the S.T.E.P. Tank of all occupied 

premises. The Township shall maintain, at its expense, the public sewer portion of this home 

connection, and the homeowners are responsible to maintain the building sewer portion of this 

connection.  

      2)  Those customers making connection subsequent to the time of original construction of the 

public sewer shall install, at their expense, that portion of both the building sewer and the public 

sewer portion of the S.T.E.P. Tank necessary to connect their premises to the existing S.T.E.P. 

System   Such construction and expense shall include the S.T.E.P. Tank, pump, controls, electric 

and telephone service, and the pipes and appurtenances required to connect to the S.T.E.P. System.  

Such connections shall be in accordance with the design standards of the Township, and shall be 

inspected by the Township or their inspection agent for compliance with Township specifications 

prior to backfilling.   

     3)  Upon completion and construction approval of the sewer connection, the homeowner shall 

dedicate ownership of the S.T.E.P. Tank, pressure lead and appurtenances to the Township for 

perpetual management and maintenance.  As a part of the connection process, the homeowner shall 

grant the Township and their representatives unlimited access to the public sewer portion of the 

installation for the purpose of perpetual operation, maintenance and repair.   

    4) Property owners connecting to the public sewer system after the original construction shall 

maintain at all times electrical power and land-line telephone service to the S.T.E.P. Tank pump 

controls at their expense.  
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     5)  No person shall uncover, make any connections with or openings into, alter or disturb any 

public sewer, building sewer, or appurtenance thereto without first obtaining a written connection 

permit from the Township.  

      6) The fee for the connection permit shall be an amount established by resolution of the 

Township. In addition, the applicant shall pay any delinquent special assessment installments that 

are due and owing at the time of applying for a connection permit.  

      7) The owner or contractor applying for a connection permit will submit three (3) copies of the 

permit application, one copy each for the contractor, the property owner, with the third copy to be 

retained by the Township, with a drawing of the installation showing all dimensions, directions, 

and other important information concerning the installation. The latter copy will remain the 

property of the Township.  

      8) All connections and/or repairs to the System will be made by a contractor or licensed 

plumber registered with the Township provided, however, that a property owner may make his 

own installation and connection so long as he has secured a connection permit.  

      9) No person shall connect roof downspouts, sump pump discharges, foundation drains, area 

way drains, swimming pool drains, water softener backwash discharges, or any sources of surface 

or groundwater to a building sewer which in turn is connected to the System.  

      10) No building sewer shall be covered until after it has been inspected and approved by an 

authorized inspector of the Township or its designee, for compliance with the terms of this 

ordinance and any other applicable ordinances and regulations.  

Section 6 USE OF THE PUBLIC SEWER 

A.  No individual user of the System shall discharge into the sewer system from any S.T.E.P. Tank 

a concentration of any specific contaminant of concern greater than twice the concentration of that 

contaminant in the combined waste being received at the treatment site. 

B.  No individual residential user of the System shall discharge into the public sewer from any 

S.T.E.P. Tank a quantity of wastewater greater than twice the average quantity of wastewater for 

each residential user on the System as measured at the treatment site. 

C.  For purposes of this Section, concentration measurements shall be determined by the average 

of not less than three (3) grab samples. For purposes of determining compliance with the 

provisions of this section, quantity measurements shall be based upon not less than a monthly 

average flow. 

Section 7 SYSTEM CHARGES AND RATES 

A. SYSTEM CHARGES 

Upon adoption of this Ordinance by the Township Board of Brookfield Township, charges for 

sanitary sewer transmission, treatment and disposal and debt service to each user connected to the 

System are set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time to time by Resolution of the 
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Township Board. All bills for service under this Ordinance shall be rendered to the property owners 

or land contract vendee(s) of the property using said sanitary sewer service.  

B.  SINGLE FAMILY HOMES.  

Each single-family residential premises shall be presumed to generate a flow to the Township 

Sanitary Sewer System of 240 gallons per day of average flow, or 21,600 gallons per quarter of 

flow.  

C.  TABLE OF UNIT FACTORS.  

For all other uses of the System and except as otherwise provided herein, the Township Board 

hereby adopts a Table of Unit Factors attached to this Ordinance as Attachment A and incorporated 

by reference and made part of this Ordinance as if fully set forth herein. Said Table of Unit Factors 

shall set forth and identify the use class and all applicable factors to be multiplied by the quarterly 

charge established for single family residential premises, which is hereby designated as a 

Residential Equivalent (RE). Said Table of Unit Factors may be modified or amended from time 

to time by Resolution of the Township Board.  

D.  RULES FOR INTERPRETING TABLE OF UNIT OF UNIT FACTORS.  

      1) The minimum equivalent factor for all users shall be one (1.0) RE.  

      2) Equivalent units for a user not originally contained in the Table of Unit Factors may be 

added to the Table from time to time by resolution of the Township Board.  

E.  REVISION OR MODIFICATION OF EQUIVALENT UNITS.  

The Equivalent Units of users having an Equivalent Unit Factor of more than one (1.0) RE may 

be reviewed, revised or modified by the Township Board at any time by resolution, and such 

revision or modification shall take effect on the first day of the billing quarter after such revision 

or modification is adopted.  

F.  APPEAL.  

A property owner having an Equivalent Unit Factor of more than one (1.0) may appeal its 

Equivalent Unit Factor to the Brookfield Township Board by filing a written appeal within thirty 

(30) days after its Equivalent Unit Factor is established, revised or modified.  

G.  EFFECTIVE DATES FOR APPLICATION OF EQUIVALENT UNIT FACTORS.  

Where Equivalent Unit factors are used to determine the Connection Fee, Sewer Service charge, 

or other user charges, the Equivalent Unit Factor used in the calculation of such fees or charges 

shall be the Equivalent Unit Factor assigned to said user as of the following dates:  

      1) For calculating an initial Connection Fee: the date the property owner applies for the permit 

or the last day of the period during which he is required by this Ordinance to connect to the System, 

whichever comes first.  
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      2) For calculating additional Connection Fees: the date the user expands or alters the use of his 

premises beyond the use considered in the establishment of the initial Connection Fee.  

      3) For calculating the operation, maintenance and replacement service charges: the date the 

user’s available sanitary sewer becomes operational and thereafter on the first day of the billing 

quarter following the Township Board’s revision or modification of the user’s Equivalent Unit 

Factor.  

H.  OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE SURCHARGE.  

The rates and charges set forth in this Ordinance notwithstanding, if the character of the sewage 

of any user imposes an unreasonable or additional burden upon the Sewage Disposal System of 

the Township, an additional charge shall be made over and above the rates otherwise established 

by this Ordinance. Wastewater in excess of the maximum limitations imposed by this Ordinance 

shall be deemed prima facie subject to surcharge. If necessary to protect the System or any part 

thereof, the Township shall deny the right of any user to discharge such sewage into the System.  

I.  INSPECTION FEES.  

The cost of connecting private premises to the System shall not be paid from the proceeds of any 

bond issue or from the revenues of the System but shall be paid by the property owners receiving 

the service. In addition, each premises connecting to the facilities of the System shall pay a charge 

for the inspection of such connection as set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time 

to time by Resolution of the Township Board. 

J. CONNECTION FEE.  

      1) All premises connected directly or indirectly to the System and being within the boundaries 

of the Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment District, shall be charged an assessment 

fee in accordance with the provisions of said special assessment district. 

      2) Each premises connecting to the System shall pay a connection fee in cash at the time of 

application for a connection permit. The amount is set forth in Attachment B and may be amended 

from time to time by Resolution of the Township Board. 

      3) The Township Board may deny the application of any person for sanitary sewer use 

hereunder. Criteria for denial shall include, but not be limited to:  

            a) Noncompliance with relevant Township and land use ordinances, regulations and plans.  

            b) The effect of such proposed use upon the Township Sewer System as a whole.  

            c) Then the current sewer transmission and treatment capacity.  

            d) Prior commitments for sewer availability.  

            e) Litigation or other contingency requirements which may result in additional sewer use.  
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            f) Immediate or emergency health considerations.  

      4) The rates, charges and fees established by this Ordinance shall be reviewed at least annually 

and are estimated to be sufficient to provide revenue for the payment of the operation and 

maintenance, costs, debt service charges and such other charges and expenditures of the System. 

Such rates, charges and fees shall be reviewed from time to time as required to maintain the fiscal 

integrity of the System and the same may be revised and fixed by resolution of the Township Board 

as may be necessary to produce the amounts required to pay such charges and expenditures and 

provide the funds necessary for the maintenance of the financial integrity of the System.  

      5) No free services shall be furnished to any user of the System, and there shall be no waiver 

or forgiveness of charges levied pursuant to the terms of this Ordinance. The foregoing 

notwithstanding, any resident eligible for deferment of payment of any fees pursuant to the laws 

of the State of Michigan shall be afforded ample opportunity to request such deferment or partial 

payment accordance therewith.  

      6) The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed as 

limiting, modifying or amending any Special Assessments levied against properties within the 

Township in connection with the construction of sanitary sewers and such Special Assessments 

shall be due and payable according to the terms of the resolutions and actions of the Township 

Board establishing such assessments.  

K.  ENFORCEMENT OF CHARGES.  

      1) Nonpayment of Special Assessments and/or Connection Fees. Nonpayment of Special 

Assessments or Connection Fees shall subject the property owner to liability for such additional 

charges and penalties as are provided in Attachment B for a late or delayed connection.  

      2) Nonpayment of Service Charge.  

            a) Discontinuance of Service. In the event a service charge remains delinquent for a period 

in excess of three (3) months, the Township shall have the right to shut off and discontinue water 

and/or sewer service to such user. Such service shall not be reestablished until all delinquent 

charges, penalties and a charge for the discontinuance of such service shall be paid. Said turn-off 

charge is set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time to time by Resolution of the 

Township Board.  

            b) Collection by Litigation. In addition to or in lieu of discontinuing service to said user, 

the Township shall have the option of collecting all such delinquencies and penalties, including 

actual Court costs and attorney fees, by legal proceedings in a Court of competent jurisdiction.  

            c)  Collection by Enforcement of Lien. Service charges for areas within the Township, 

including penalties due thereon which remain delinquent for a period in excess of three (3) months 

shall constitute a lien on the premises served thereby. Such a lien shall be perfected by the 

Township official or officials in charge of the collection of such charges, by certifying annually, 

not later than March 1 of each year, to the Tax Assessing Officer the fact and the amount of such 

delinquency. Upon such certification, the amount of the delinquency shall be entered by the Tax 

Assessing Officer upon the next tax roll as a charge against the premises and shall be collected and 
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the lien therefore enforced in the same manner as general taxes against such premises are collected, 

and the lien therefore enforced. Provision for collection of service charges, including penalties for 

delinquent service charges for areas outside the Township limits shall be by agreement between 

the Township and owners of said premises connected outside the Township.  

L.  LATE CHARGES.  

If any late charge for the services of the sewer, which has been billed to a customer of the sewer 

system, shall not be paid on or before the due date specified on the bill, a delayed payment charge 

of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bill shall be added thereto and collected therewith. 

Section 8 BENEFIT CHARGES – PROPERTIES NOT ORIGINALLY ASSESSED 

A.  Requests for sewer service to properties outside the original sewer assessment district, or new 

parcels created by lot splits within the assessment district shall be made in writing to the Township.  

Such requests for service shall only be granted after due consideration by the Township Board.  

After due consideration, the Township Board may grant or deny such requests for service.  If the 

Township Board grants such service, it may attach conditions.  If it denies service, the Township 

Board shall state the reasons for the denial. 

B.  Those persons owning lands in proximity to a Township sanitary sewer whose lands have not 

been subjected to a special assessment to pay for the construction of said sewer, and who desire to 

make connection to said sewer, shall pay a benefit charge for the privilege of each connection to 

said sewer. Such benefit charge is set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time to 

time by Resolution of the Township Board. Such benefit charge shall be paid in cash or in 

installments, with interest and penalties. 

Section 9 FISCAL YEAR, RECORDS AND FUNDS 

A.  FISCAL YEAR. 

The fiscal year of the Sanitary Sewer Collection System shall end March 31st.  

B.   RECORDS AND ACCOUNTS. 

The Township shall keep and maintain proper books and records and accounts, separate from all 

other records and accounts of the Township in which full and correct entries shall be made of all 

transactions relating to the System. The Township shall cause an annual audit of such books and 

records and accounts of the preceding operating year to be made by a recognized independent 

Certified Public Accountant and will supply such audit to authorized public officials upon proper 

request.  

C.   REVIEW. 

The Township shall review not less often than every two (2) years the wastewater contribution of 

users and user classes, the total costs of operation and maintenance of the treatment works, and its 

approved user charge system.  
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The Township shall revise the charges for users or user classes to accomplish the following:  

      1) Maintain the proportionate distribution of operation and maintenance costs among users and 

user classes as required herein;  

      2) Generate sufficient revenue to pay the total operation and maintenance costs necessary to 

the proper operation and maintenance (including replacement) of the treatment works; and  

      3) Apply excess revenues collected from a class of users to the costs of operation and 

maintenance attributable to that class for the next year and adjust the rate accordingly.  

D.  ESTABLISHMENT OF FUNDS.  

      1) Receiving Funds. The revenues of the System shall be set aside as collected and deposited 

in a separate depository account at a bank qualified to do business in the State of Michigan and 

designated by the resolution of the Township. Said account shall be designated as the "Receiving 

Funds" periodically in the manner and at the times hereinafter specified.  

      2) Operation and Maintenance Fund (O & M Fund). Out of the revenues of the Receiving 

Fund there shall be first set aside periodically into a depository account designated as the 

"Operation and Maintenance Fund" a sum sufficient to provide for the next succeeding period of 

all current expenses in the administration and operation of the System.  

      3) Replacement Fund. Out of the revenues received from user charges for the System there 

shall be first set aside annually into a depository account designated as the "Replacement Fund" 

the amount of ten percent (10%) which shall be used solely for replacement of worn or damaged 

major items of the System. Upon audit, the replacement sum may be revised as may be required 

to reflect current and/or anticipated replacement needs for the Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer 

District.  

      4) Contract Payment Fund (Principal and Debt Service Fund). There shall next be 

established as the "Contract Payment Fund", which shall be used solely for the payment of the 

Township obligation to retire the principal and interest on any bond issues for construction and/or 

expansion of the Wastewater Collection and Treatment System. Should the revenues of the System 

prove insufficient for this purpose, such revenues shall be supplemented by other funds of the 

Township legally available for such purposes.  

      5) Improvement Fund. There may be next established and maintained a depository account 

designated as the "Improvement Fund" which shall be used solely for the purpose of making 

improvements, extensions and enlargements to the System. There may be deposits into said fund, 

after providing for the requirements of the funds heretofore enumerated, such revenues as the 

Township Board shall determine.   

6) Surplus Fund. Monies remaining in the Receiving Fund at the end of any operating year 

after full satisfaction of the foregoing funds, shall be thereafter used in connection with any other 

project of the Township directly related to the sanitary sewer system. The Surplus Fund shall be 

reviewed not less than each two (2) years.  
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E.  BANK ACCOUNTS.  

All monies belonging to any of the foregoing funds or accounts may be kept in one bank account 

in which event the money shall be allocated on the books and records of the Township within the 

single bank account in the manner set forth above.  

F.  DEFICIENCIES IN FUNDS.  

In the event the monies in the Receiving Fund are insufficient to provide the current requirements 

of the operation and maintenance fund or contract payment fund, any monies and/or securities or 

other funds of the System, except funds in the Contract Payment Fund derived from tax levies, 

may be transferred to such fund, to the extent of any deficiency therein. In the event of such 

deficiency, rates and charges shall be adjusted to eliminate such deficiency and in addition, shall 

be utilized to repay any funds borrowed for payment of such deficit.  

G.  INVESTMENT OF FUNDS.  

Monies in any fund or account established by the provisions of this Ordinance may be invested or 

deposited in obligations of the United States of America in a manner and subject to any limitations 

set forth in the laws of the State of Michigan. Income received from such investments shall be 

credited to the fund from which said investments were made, and pro rata in the case of a single 

bank account.  

H.  INSURANCE.  

The Township may maintain and carry insurance on all physical properties of the System, of a 

kind and in the amounts normally carried by public utility companies and municipalities engaged 

in the operation of sanitary sewage disposal systems. All monies received from losses under any 

such insurance policy shall be applied solely to the replacement and restoration of the property 

damaged or destroyed.  

Section 10 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

A. PROTECTION FROM DAMAGE.  

No person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or 

tamper with the System or any component thereof.  

B.  CONNECTION OF PRIVATELY CONSTRUCTED SANITARY SEWER SYSTEMS 

TO THE WASTEWATER SYSTEM.  

Before any sanitary sewer system constructed by private funding, as distinguished from public 

funding, (hereinafter referred to as "private sanitary sewer") shall be permitted to connect to the 

System, the owner of said system (hereinafter referred to as the "developer") shall do and provide 

the Township with the following:  

      1)  Provide the Township with the developer’s plans and specifications for construction, an 

estimate of the cost of a construction, and performance guarantee, and deposit with the Township 
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the sum of one percent (1%) of the cost of construction to cover the cost of hiring a registered 

professional engineer to review plans and specifications, which money shall be placed by the 

Township in an escrow account in the name of the developer.  

      2) Obtain approval by the Township Board of the plans and specifications.  

      3) Secure all necessary permits for construction.  

      4) Upon commencement of construction of the private sanitary sewer, deposit with the 

Township in the escrow account referred to in subparagraph B.1 of this Section, a sum equal to 

seven percent (7%) of the cost of construction to cover the anticipated cost of inspection of 

construction.  

      5) Upon completion of construction of the private sanitary sewer, and upon recommendation 

of the Township Engineer and approval by the Township Board, the performance guarantee shall 

be released and any monies remaining in the developer’s escrow account shall be returned to the 

developer. Any additional expenses incurred by the Township in assuring that the private sanitary 

sewer is property operating shall be deducted therefrom or charged directly to the developer at the 

option of the Township.  

      6) Upon completion of construction of the private sanitary sewer, the property owner shall, if 

requested by the Township, dedicate ownership of the private sanitary sewer to the Township for 

perpetual management and maintenance, consistent with Section 5.B. of the Ordinance. 

C.  MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC SANITARY SEWERS AND BUILDING SEWERS.  

The Township shall be responsible to clean and maintain public sanitary sewers, but shall not clean 

and maintain building sewers. Building sewers shall extend from buildings to public sanitary 

sewers and shall include wyes or tees for connection to public sanitary sewers.  

D.  ADMINISTRATION.  

The Township Board is charged with the responsibility of administering the System and enforcing 

this Ordinance.  

E.  POWER AND AUTHORITY OF INSPECTORS.  

      1) Duly authorized representatives of the Township bearing proper credentials and 

identification shall be permitted to enter upon all properties for the purpose of inspection, 

observation, measurements sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this 

Ordinance.  

      2) Duly authorized representatives of the Township may enter at all reasonable times in or 

upon private or public property for the purpose of inspecting and investigating conditions or 

practices which may be in violation of this Ordinance or detrimental to the System.  

      3) Duly authorized representatives of the Township shall inspect the on-site work occurring by 

reason of any System permit. Such person shall have the right to issue a cease and desist order on 
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the site upon finding a violation of said permit or of this Ordinance. The order shall contain a 

statement of the specific violation and the appropriate means of correcting the same and the time 

within which correction shall be made. 

Section 11 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

A.  PENALTIES.  

      1) What Constitutes a Violation. Whenever, by the provisions of this Ordinance, the 

performance of any act is required, or the performance of any act is prohibited, a failure to comply 

with such provisions shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance. In addition, the failure, neglect 

or refusal to comply with a cease and desist order of the enforcing agency shall constitute a 

violation of this Ordinance.  

      2) Criminal Proceedings to Punish Violations. A person violating any of the provisions of 

this Ordinance shall be punishable by a fine of not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and 

cost of prosecution, by confinement in the County Jail for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, 

or both such fine and confinement in the discretion of the Court. Each day that a violation of this 

Ordinance is continued or is permitted to continue to exist shall constitute a separate offense, 

provided that no person shall be confined or jailed for a single but continuing violation for a period 

longer than ninety (90) days. Fines are set forth in Attachment B and may be amended from time 

to time by Resolution of the Township Board. 

      3)  Civil Procedures to Compel Compliance. The Township may bring a civil proceeding for 

a mandatory injunction or injunctive order or for such other remedial relief as will correct or 

remedy the violation, including damages for the costs or expenses thereof. The Township may join 

in such action or actions any number of property owners.  

      4) Notification and Appeal. Users of the System may appeal Sewer Use Charges (Operation, 

Maintenance and Replacement Charges) and Capital Charges (charge for Debt Retirement and 

other Capital costs). Appeals shall be directed to the Township of Brookfield in writing and shall 

state the cause and basis for appeal. The Township shall notify Users whenever rates are adjusted 

for any reason, including changes in charges for Operation, Maintenance, Replacement, Debt 

Service Charges and any other Capital Costs or Capital Charges. Users shall be notified of User 

Charges at least once each year.  

5) Falsifying Information. Any person who knowingly makes any false statements, 

representation or certification in any application, record, report, plan or other document filed or 

required to be maintained pursuant to this Ordinance, or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly 

renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required under this Ordinance, shall, upon 

conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by 

imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days, or by both. Fines are set forth in Attachment B 

and may be amended from time to time by Resolution of the Township Board. 

B.  REPEALER CLAUSE.  

All other ordinances, resolutions, orders or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 

Ordinance, including the 2006 and 2009 Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer System Wastewater 
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Collection and Treatment System Ordinances and any subsequent amendments thereto, are hereby 

expressly repealed, as of the date this Ordinance becomes effective.  

C.  SAVINGS CLAUSE.  

This Ordinance shall in no manner affect pending litigation, either civil or criminal, founded or 

growing out of any Ordinance, resolution, order or parts thereof, hereby repealed, and this 

Ordinance shall in no manner affect any rights, claims, privileges, immunities or causes of action 

of the Township, County or any other person, either criminal or civil, that may have already 

occurred, accrued or grown out of any Ordinance, resolution, order or policy, or any part thereof, 

hereby repealed.  

D.  VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY.  

It is the legislative intent of the Township in adopting this Ordinance that all provisions hereof 

shall be liberally construed to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the 

inhabitants of the Township and other persons affected by this Ordinance, and consequently, 

should any provision of this Ordinance be held to be unconstitutional, invalid, or of no effect, each 

holding shall not be construed as affecting the validity of any of the remaining provisions of this 

Ordinance it being the intent of the Township that this Ordinance shall stand and remain in effect, 

notwithstanding the invalidity of any provisions hereof.  

E.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately after publication. 

  



 

Attachment A 

TABLE OF UNIT FACTORS FOR NARROW LAKE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT SYSTEM ORDINANCE 

Usage  Residential Equivalent Unit 

Factor 

Single Family Residential  1.0 Per Dwelling  

Single Family Residential  

Where Business is Operated  

1.5 Per Dwelling  

Commercial – Convenience Store 1.0 

Commercial – Other 2.0 

 



 

Attachment B  

FEES AND CHARGES 

 

The following fees and charges are established in accordance with the Narrow Lake Sanitary Sewer 

System, Wastewater Collection and Treatment System Ordinance and per said Ordinance, may be 

amended from time to time by Resolution of the Township Board: 

 

Connection Fee (Sections 2.6, 5.B.6, 7.I, 7.J.2):                                 $500.00 

 

O & M Charge per Residential Equivalent (REU) 

  (Sections 2.16, 2.33, 2.42, 7.A.):       $95.00 per month  

Amended and effective August 2022          

 A 

 

O & M Surcharge (Sections 2.38, 7.H):      To be determined, based on   

           the cost to mitigate the  

           burden imposed on the  

           System by the user 

 

Penalty for Late Connection (Section 4.C.1):      $500.00 

 

Violation of Ordinance (Sections 4.C.3, 11.A.2):     $500.00 maximum and/or  

            up to 90 days incarceration 

 

Inspection Fee (Section 7.I):        Included in Connection Fee 

 

Turn-Off Charge (Section 7.K.2):       $500.00 

 

Benefit Charge (Section 8.B):        $18,000.00 for parcels  

           outside of the original 

           assessment district and new 

           parcels created by lot splits 

           within the original   

           assessment district 

 

Fine for Falsifying Information (Sec 11.A.5):     Not more than $500.00  

           and/or up to 90 days  

           incarceration 

*Amended December 2019 
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