
Minutes  - Brookfield Township Board Meeting 

October 6th, 2025 

 

The meeting of the Brookfield Township board was called to order by Supervisor Spotts at 7:05 pm. 

Present were: Spotts, Larson, Miller and Orr  Absent: Williams.  Also present were: Residents - Chris Adkins, 

Cheri Patton and Commissioner Holmes 

 

Clerk’s report - minutes from August 4th meeting were read. Spotts asked for any additions or corrections, seeing 

none, the minutes were approved as read.  

 

Minutes of the Special Meeting on solar development on 6/24/25 were read. Spotts asked for any additions or 

corrections, seeing none, the minutes were approved as read.  

 

Larson presented the Treasurer’s Report for August - September. 

General Fund balance: $143,421.16 

Invoices submitted for Trustee approval: #5314 - 5328 

General fund expenses: $52,228.38 

General fund income: $33.243.91 

Tax account balance: $438,883.73 

 

Larson provided a copy of the annual budget for 24/25 and 25/26 to show the changes in the revenue sharing 

recently acted upon by the legislator to balance the budget.  All townships are taking a 6.3% reduction for 

constitutional revenue sharing for FY 25/26. 

 

Larson also provided a copy of the American Rescue Plan budget.  There is $14,005.90 left to complete the 

landscaping and Rural Fire Association runs. 

 

The Elections Misc budget - 262-955 is over by $605.18 due to the need to purchase a new laptop for the election 

poll book to comply with Windows 11 upgrade. Requesting to amend 262-955 from $500 to $1200 and amend 

445-804 Drains At Large from $20,000 to $19,300. 

 

Moved by Miller, seconded by Orr  to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented and the budget amendment. - 4 

Yes - 0 No - Motion Carried 

 

Miller presented the Narrow Lake Sewer System financial report for August - September. 

NLSS checking balance: $34,363.61  

Invoices submitted for Trustee approval: #2623 to 2636 with three ACH payments. 

NLSS expenses: $16,700.54 

NLSS income: $20,875.00 

Special Assessment Savings balance: $47,387.75 

NLSS Regular Savings: $8,752.78 

 

Moved by Larson, seconded by Orr to accept the NLSS report as presented. 4 Yes - 0 No - Motion Carried 

 

Larson reported on the August meeting of the Rural Fire Association. Carmel Township met with Charlotte City 

Manager Rob Hillard, who suggested that Carmel return to the Rural Fire Association as a new seperate 

agreement with the city will be at a higher dollar amount than previously negotiated. In their September 17th 

synopsis of minutes, posted in the County Journal, Carmel Twp posted one of it’s items was the $275,000 fire 

services contract with the city. It was voted down by the Carmel Twp board and now two trustees are looking into 



the cost of operating their own fire service. Rural Fire Association discussed the changes to the agreement and 

are ready for the city to move forward with the new agreement which the city plans to have ready in October. 

 

Commissioner Holmes reported that the County Commissioners are working to "rescind" the Planning & Zoning 

ordinance. The Planning & Zoning Commission meeting on 10/28 will be the first step. 

Public Safety sub committee report - A grant of $700,000 was received to build a new three story fire training 

model at the fire training facility on Payne Street. 

He also attended a forum where the ballot initiatives were discussed.  There are petitions out for signatures for 

seven initiatives and two are regarding the voter ID requirements. Also discussed was the upcoming constitutional 

convention in which a review of the MI Constitution is done every sixteen years and would be in 2026. 

 

Planning & Zoning discussion - Nolan asked Commissioner Holmes if there was any further information regarding 

the county Planning & Zoning office working with the townships who are interested. C. Holmes said Eaton Twp 

has already published (in the paper) their intent to go on their own.  He said Brandy Miller said the proposed 

contract offered was for 11 townships and if all 11 were not participating, the proposal wouldn’t work so that is 

why the County Commissioners voted it down because it is now only 10 townships.  

 

Chris Adkins from 3024 Luella Lane constructed a non-permitted deck.  He is requesting a variance to be able to 

get his building permit. He had his property surveyed and built within property lines but without complying with the 

setbacks. Moved by Miller, seconded by Orr to approve requested variance. 4 - Yes and 0 - No, Motion Carried. 

 

Discussion of Springport/Clarence Twp fire service protection for residents on the south east corner of Brookfield 

Township. We were notified by the Springport Township Clerk in late August that Springport Fire Department had 

separated from Clarence Township and we needed to do a new proposal.  Both fire departments wanted to 

submit new proposals. Springport’s proposal was for $1500 plus $250 per hour after the first hour for fire calls and 

$1000 per emergency response call. Clarence Twp proposed $850 per fire call with $240 per hour after the first 

hour and $1000 per emergency response call. Response time and distance was discussed. Clarence Twp is four 

miles farther (from our most northern point), but in conversation with Chief Gary Ott, Clarence Twp Fire 

Department, stated their response time was better on the majority of calls toward and in our township and other 

outlying calls, that Clarence arrived before Springport.  Moved by Larson, seconded by Miller to accept the 

Clarence Township Fire Department proposal.  4 - Yes and 0 - No. Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment - Commissioner Holmes shared a conversation regarding the deterioration of solar panels, 

stating they decrease in useful capacity at 1% per year but he was told it is actually more like 5% per year leaving 

them depleted at the end of the 20 year lease. Miller responded that per the information we received from Hecate, 

panels deplete at about 1% per year but with technology improvements and ability to replace worn components 

they estimate extended use and longer life expectancy from the panels allowing them to do lease extensions with 

the land owner. 

 

Motion to adjourn at 8:55 PM was made by Larson, seconded by Miller. 4 Yes - 0 No - Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tara Miller, Clerk 

 

 


